Advances in percutaneous interventional therapies: the tricuspid valve.
Tricuspid regurgitation (TR) is a prevalent valve condition, with an estimated 1.6 million people in the USA living with moderate or greater severity. Functional TR, which predominantly develops due to left-sided heart disease, is the predominant condition affecting the tricuspid valve in the Western world and severe TR is associated with substantial morbidity and mortality. In part, due to a prolonged latency period with insidious symptoms, patients are often referred for surgery at advanced stages, with associated increased or prohibitive surgical risk. In addition, surgical treatment can result in high rates of recurrence. Therefore, there is an unmet need for percutaneous therapies that may provide a relatively low-risk treatment option. There are several devices with early human feasibility data available that will be reviewed in this article.